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The Counter Terrorist magazine explores
terrorism, insurgency and unrestricted warfare
with writers that are currently serving and
former special operations, intelligence and law
enforcement personnel. As such, The Counter
Terrorist stands as an authoritative source for
information on adversary tactics and trends that
conventional media outlets fail to grasp in depth.
The Counter Terrorist covers the spectrum of
warfare ranging from guerrilla operations to
significant criminal enterprises and is dedicated to
refining the knowledge and efforts of those who
face these threats.
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Afghanistan from a Chinook helicopter.
©istockphoto.com/tbrouns

he first time I saw him I had
spent the last four hours crammed
uncomfortably between some rocks,
my 7.62x51mm suppressed MK11 sat
solidly on my shooting sticks, and I was
borderline hypothermic. We were on
the fourth day of an operation near the
border in eastern Afghanistan and it was
cold. No one had expected to be there
more than 48 hours, but the weather
had rolled in and we were stuck on the
mountain. There had been no resupply
and there was no idea of when it was
coming. I didn’t care. We had launched
in response to a coalition observation post
being overrun four days earlier, and now
I was hunting the men who had killed
Americans and possibly taken others
prisoner. I was hunting, and so was the
man I saw before me now.
It’s always something else when you are
geared up in the back of a 47 (Chinook
helicopter) as it makes its slow approach
into an LZ. The terrain is towering in
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SNIPER VS. SNIPER

By Dieter
Munzinger

In Afghanistan

— A Rifleman Went to War,
by H.W. McBride

I knew he couldn’t
see me, but I had
to ask myself, “Is he
looking for me?”
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By Corbett Rainsford
Hatred is a slow, calculating, cold-blooded business. There
is no time for it in battle . . . I assure you that when I was
behind the rifle, the principal feeling was one of keen
satisfaction and excitement of the same kind that the hunter
knows. That’s the spirit. That’s what makes good riflemen
and good soldiers.

Afghanistan, it’s easy to get vertigo, and
there is nothing better than running off
of that big tin can and getting to work.
I was lucky to be there because I was an
attachment. I had just happened to be in
the right place when they were heading
out. The 47 set the tail ramp gently onto
the steep terrain and I ran out the back,
found some cover behind a rock in my
assigned sector, and started milling out
targets (estimating range with a scope’s
mil reticle). I burned windows through
the vegetation and dialed in the correct
elevation for the range. People scurried
nervously in the village below us, but I
saw no weapons or anyone playing the
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